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Artist Statement 

 

 

My work provides a narrative of both socially constructed and self-imposed characterizations which 
define me. I offer a playful visual commentary of myself as female, lesbian, recovering addict, manic-
depressive, teacher and artist. All of these classifications have been at one time fodder for my own 
amusement in the creative process. By embracing such stigmas, and in a way, outing myself, such labels 
hold no power over me. Welcome to the wonderful world of MAC-ness. These are the creatures in my 
head.  

What fun is this life if we cannot make fun of ourselves? I am my own best subject, always available as a 
model and my best and worst critic. I also suspect it is part of my ego and perhaps a little bit of vanity. 
Beauty, or at least the social construct of it is everywhere and most of us fall short of its’ hefty demands. 
Add to this absurd concept a tiny spot of humor; you have the equation to my art. 

By using the vessel as a means of communication I contribute to the rich history of the many before me. 
The container serves as a metaphor for a plethora of the subtle and obvious implications intended or 
otherwise interpreted. A cup to be filled, a thirst unquenchable, knowledge sought, are but a few of the 
inferred analyses. I combine with these vessels, sculptures that are made in a solid mass then cut apart 
and hollowed. Circus animals and forms that generate a whimsical feeling are figures to which I am most 
drawn. 

I choose to embrace the insanity of the mind. Insomnia’s rewards are new ideas. It is not my objective to 
be understood. It is simply my objective to make the objects and characters that struggle to be freed, 
desire to escape, and long to exist. I just keep making, creating, doing. It’s a MAC, MAD world and we 
are all MAC here. 

 

 

 

 

 “Who would not want an illness that has among its symptoms elevated and expansive mood, inflated 
self-esteem, abundance of energy, less need for sleep, intensified sexuality, and- most germane to our 
argument here-"sharpened and unusually creative thinking" and "increased productivity"?”  
― Kay Redfield Jamison, Touched with Fire: Manic-depressive Illness & the Artistic Temperament 
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